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October 31, 1978 


Dr. David R. Wrone 
Department of History 
University of Wisconsin/ 
Stevens Point 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 


Dear Wrone: 

This is in reply to your letter of October 2, 1978, concerning mate- 
rial relating to the assassination of President Kennedy. 

The following information is furnished in response to the requests 

listed in your letter: 

1. The records of the Warren Commission are, of course, subject to 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, including the 1974 
amendments, which have resulted in the release of additional 
records. Approximately 90% of the records is available for 
research. Certain x-ecords of the following types are withheld 
from research under specific exemptions of 5 U.S.C. 552 as 
amended: (1) records related to the national security (5 U.S.C. 
552 (b) (1); (2) records withheld from public disclosure by 
specific statutes such as income tax returns (5 U.S.C. 552 (b) 
(2); (3) "personnel and medical files and similar files the 
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy" (5 U.S.C. 552 Cb) (6) ; and (4) 
"investigatory records compiled for law enforcement purposes, 
but only to the extent that the production of such records would 
..,.(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
/or/ (D) disclose the identity of a confidential source..." 

(5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (7). 

2. We do not have a list of all the photographic items relating to 
the assassination. Some of them are listed in entry 18 of the 
inventory of the records of the Commission, the tables of con- 
tents of the exhibits volumes in the Hearings of the Commission, 
and the list described in item 3 below. 

3. Enclosed is a copy of the Attorney General's order of October 31, 
1966, which Is apparently the order to which you refer. The pur- 
pose of the order was to vest title in the United States to the 
evidentiary material accumulated by the Warren Commission and 
listed in the order. Most of this material was already in the 
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possession of the National Archives at the time of the publica- 
tion of the Attorney General's order. The windshield of Presi- 
dent Kennedy's car was later turned over to the National Archives 
by the Secret Service, and the Osv/ald rifle and pistol were turned 
over to us by the FBI. 

4. Enclosed is a list of our administrative files relating to mate- 
rial concerning the assassination. In addition to these files 
our Office of General Counsel (General Services Administration) 
has files relating to legal aspects of the custody by NARS of 
materials relating to the assassination of President Kennedy and 
to litigation concerning these materials. Access to all these 
files is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act and the Privacy Act. Requests for access to the files should 
be addressed to the unit having custody of them. 

5. The records of the Rockefeller Commission are in the custody of 
the NARS Office of Presidential Libraries. The finding aid for 
these records is security classified. Requests for access to it 
and to the records should be addressed to former President Gerald 
R. Ford, whose address is P. 0. Box 927, Rancho Mirage, California 
92270. 


Sincerely, 
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■ (MISS) JANE F. SMITH 


Director 

Civil Archives Division 
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